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D 
ear Beloved, 
 
Happy Fall!  The earth (at least in the 

Northern Hemisphere) begins to slow and pre-
pare for winter’s respite: the leaves change col-
or, animals gather their food to be ready for 
hibernation, the days grow shorter and the 
nights get a little longer, and every once in 
while, we catch the faintest hint of a chill in the 
air.   
 
While nature slows down, things at PUCC 
seem to be speeding up!  This month, we have 
many exciting events coming:  
 
 World Communion Sunday (10/3),  
 Neighbors In Need Special Offering (10/3), 
 Blessing of the Animals (10/9 @10am),  
 Pride Sunday (10/10),  
 Commitment Sunday (10/24), and  
 Spooky Sunday worship and Trunk or 

Treat (both on 10/31)!   
 
I hope you’ll get to participate in the delight 
this season offers in whatever way is safest and 
most comfortable for you. 
 
You might have heard we have had a few 
breakthrough Covid cases of vaccinated folks 
in our congregation recently.  They have 

ranged in severity from “it felt like I had a 
cold” to more serious to hospitalization.  We 
regularly pray for those who are ill, but it’s 
been a while since we had a cluster of cases in 
our PUCC family, and we haven’t seen severe 
illness among the vaccinated before.  I say this 
for a couple of reasons: 1. Please join me in 
continuing to pray for those who are ill, and 2. 
This pandemic is still not over, for vaccinated 
or unvaccinated folks.  I urge you to consider 
getting your vaccination if you haven’t done 
so—for yourself, because we love you, and 
also for the wider community.  If you are vac-
cinated, I urge you to continue to be cautious 
and vigilant even as we try to live as 
“normally” as possible.  Your life is precious to 
God and to us.   
 
Love, 
 

Courtney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Blessing of the Animals 

Saturday, October 9, 10:00 a.m. 

T 
he Annual Blessing of the Animals in com-
memoration of St. Francis will take place on 
Saturday, October 9th at 10:00 a.m.  Bring 

your dogs, cats, hamsters, gerbils, birds, fish, fer-
rets, turtles, lizards, for a special St. Fran-
cis blessing.  We will gather on the front lawn of the 
church with our beloved pets. 
 
“May we always praise you for all your beauty in 
creation. Blessed are you, Lord our God, in all your 
creatures! Amen.” 

CONGREGATION PRESIDENT  

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

PASTOR 

Rev. Courtney Jones 

pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 
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“The price of freedom is eternal vigilance.” 
—Thomas Jefferson 
 
vig·i·lance 
/ˈvijələns/ 
 
noun 
The action or state of keeping careful watch for possible 
danger or difficulties. 
 
 

T 
he quote above was meant about the freedom of 
our country.  Current events seem to suggest that 
there can be too much vigilance, and determining 

the right balance is difficult.  But what about vigilance 
in our personal lives and in the church?  How vigilant 
should we be about the virus?  I am hearing more and 
more about breakthrough cases and wondering if I 
should step up my vigilance.  What is the right amount 
of carefulness?   
 
Vigilance for our church is also important in many other 
ways.  We have to monitor the virus and develop safety 
protocols that now mandate wearing masks in the sanc-
tuary during worship. We are also working with the 
Safe Church Task Force for updated safety plans for our 
church.  We are presently updating the Safe Church 
Policy and developing safety protocols.  As these are 
finalized, they will be presented to the congregation for 
approval.   
 
Everyone, let’s all stay safe.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PUCC Treasurer’s Message 
 

 

A 
s we approach Commitment Sunday on October 
24, I want to explain our budgeting process. 
 

 
Most of our expenses are fixed from year to year in sup-
port of our church building, staff and operations. I take 
a conservative approach relying mostly on pledges pro-
vided during our Commitment Campaign. I understand 
that there are offerings made by visitors or those who 
are uncomfortable pledging. But I'm uncomfortable 
creating a budget that relies on uncertainty.  
 
I ask that you discern for yourself on how you can com-
mit to the health and well-being of our church commu-
nity.  Soon you will receive pledge cards for 2022.  
Please fill out and return your pledge card if you feel so 
moved. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
 
Geoff Heilhecker  
Treasurer 
pilgrimageucctreasurer@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Book for Review: 
 

“The Great Unexpected”  
By Dan Mooney 

 
Meeting: 

Tuesday, October 5 
7:00 p.m. 

 

For more information contact: 
Fran Howard 

 

roberthow@aol.com 
 

CONGREGATION  PRESIDENT  

By Susan Volentine 

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com  

STEWARDSHIP 

Anne Mooney, Duke Yaguchi, Co-Chairs  

pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageucctreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:roberthow@aol.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccvicepresident@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com?subject=Help%20Wanted
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CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

T 
he children are currently meeting once a month 
for a special Sunday school session.  In Septem-
ber, we looked at the Creation story. We planted 

flowers in the garden by the NGH and built a Creation 
totem pole. The pole has a totem for each day of the 
Creation week, which led to a discussion about whether 
God snores and if so, does God snore loudly. Children 
who were unable to attend contributed to our pole as 
well.  
 
The children will meet again on October 24, when we 
will prepare for Spooky Sunday. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
We will turn our attention to the first half of the Book of 
ACTS which gives us a glimpse of how things unfolded 
and what some of the disciples did in the generations 
after Jesus' departure.  We will have Zoom sessions on 
Sundays at 11:30 a.m.  If you have questions or would 
like to join Adult SS, contact:  
 

pilgrimageuccCE@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHRISTIAN ED  

Janet Derby, Steve Owens, Co-Chairs 

pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com
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A 
s fall arrives, Rev. Courtney has led us in beauti-
ful services about the season of Creation. Stew-
ardship is such an important part in the life of 

the church and we are also inspired by messages from 
members about their love and commitment to Pilgrim-
age UCC.  
 
The installation service for Rev. Courtney Jones was 
well attended and well received. It took place on Satur-
day, September 11th at 2:00 p.m. followed by a lovely 
outdoor reception. Rev. J.R. Finney, pastor of Covenant 
Community Church of Birmingham, AL gave an im-
portant message which brought the congregation into 
this meaningful day. Other participants in the installa-
tion service for Rev Courtney were Rev. Heather Fos-
burgh, the Associate Conference Minister of the South-
eastern Conference, Rochelle Lofstrand, vice president 
of the Congregation and who sits on the Commission on 
Ministry of the SE Conference and Susan Volentine, 
president of the Congregation. Beautiful music was pro-
vided at the piano by our new Music Director, Matt 
Raisky. The charge to the pastor was given by Rev. 
Jenn Macy of First Church Somerville in Somerville, 
MA. Greg Kask read the scripture lessons for us that 
day and Cody Buenger and Matthew Gula acted as aco-
lytes for this service. 
 
We would like to express our grateful thanks to Bill 
Dischinger who hangs the banners every Sunday morn-
ing. 
 
Many thanks to the volunteers who read scripture for 
the September Sunday worship services. On September 
5th, the readers were Sharon Getty at 8:30 and Isaac 
Martin at 10:00. Diane Reese read scripture at 8:30 and 
Ric Reitz read scripture at 10:00 on Sunday, September 
12th. On September 19th, the readers were Morgan Jones 
at 8:30 and Duke Yaguchi at 10:00. Anne Mooney read 
scripture at 8:30 and Juliann Heilhecker read scripture 
at 10:00 on Sunday, September 26th. We are grateful 
and appreciative of these many worship volunteers. 
 
If anyone is interested in being a scripture reader on a 
rotation schedule or just at times and dates you prefer, 
please email the worship committee at: 

pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

 
We appreciate and thank the onsite tech support folks 
who are expertly managing the hybrid 10:00 worship 
services. They are Jeff Durkee, Monica Helms, Auggie 
Jones, Dick Mehlan, Ric Reitz, Chris Shiver and Dar-
lene Wagner. Thank you to Stu Gillespie who manages 
all of the sound at the 8:30 services.  
 
Thank you to the younger volunteers for who have been 
acolytes, and some have counted the number of at-
tendees for Sunday worship as well. They are Cody 
Buenger, Matthew Gula, Jackson Nichols and Aiden 
Scates.  It’s always wonderful to have these young peo-
ple involved in all parts of worship. 
 
 
 
 
 

Installation Celebration for 

Rev. Courtney Jones 
 

(The following announcement and photo appeared in 
the SECUCC September 15, 2021  

“Conference Connection”) 

 

 

O 
n Saturday, September 11, 2021, Pilgrimage 
United Church of Christ and the Southeast Con-
ference celebrated the installation of Rev. 

Courtney Jones as the Pastor of Pilgrimage UCC in 
Marietta.  Rev. Jones’ installation was a long time com-
ing as she began at Pilgrimage in February 2020 short-
ly before the pandemic began. It was wonderful to cele-
brate both in-person and online with Rev. Johnny R 
“JR” Finney, pastor of Covenant Community UCC in 
Birmingham, AL bringing the sermon for our celebra-
tion, encouraging Pilgrimage, and all of us, to lean into 
the new ways we are being called to be the 
church. Welcome, Rev. Courtney!! 
 
 
 

WORSHIP    

Diane Reese & Sarah Holliday Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com?subject=B
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Deacons Fund Offering 

 

D 
uring the year when there are five Sundays in a 
month, we ask for your support and donate to the 
Deacon Fund.  We will be receiving this offering 
on Sunday, October 31.   

The Deacon Fund specifically helps those in need within 
the Pilgrimage community.  You can help support each 
other by contributing to the Deacon Fund.  If you are able, 
let’s continue to love and help each other by making a 
donation to the Deacon Fund.  You can mail a check to the 
church or use PayPal or ZellePay to send your donations.  
Please write "Deacon Fund " in the memo section of your 
payment.  Thank you for your on-going support! 

Address questions or concerns to Juliann Heilhecker or 
Stephen Williams, Deacon Co-chairs, at: 

pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

P 
arish Life is happy to announce that we will have 
our Annual Trunk or Treat on Sunday, October 
31!  Following the 10:00 service, the kids will 

change into their costumes while the adults will set up 
their trunks in our parking lot.  The children’s parade 
will begin at 11:45.  We will hold contests for costumes 
and the ‘Best in Show’ for decorated trunks.  Kids—
bring a container for collecting your candy; Adults—
bring wrapped candy to pass out!  See you on October 
31st! 

 

 

Neighbors In Need 

Special Offering 
 
 

W 
hat an intense year we have each had to en-
dure.  Truthfully, much has changed in the 
world since the Neighbors in Need Special 

Mission Offering of 2019. Justice issues - from wom-
en’s rights to racial bias to income gaps - continue to be 
laid bare, making the Neighbors in Need Special Mis-
sion Offering, on October 3, 2021, even more critical. 
 
The United Church of Christ’s history is rooted in sup-
porting justice work. Through virtual settings, we con-
tinue to bring programs and services to our communi-
ties in need of assistance.  
 
This year’s campaign will place a spotlight on “the 
unhoused aka homelessness.” As a group, they have 
already faced much. With many Americans losing in-
come due to the coronavirus, this vulnerable communi-
ty will likely grow. 
 
Therefore, we invite you to renew your commitment to 
Neighbors in Need on Sunday, October 3. 
 
Donations can be made through PayPal, Zelle, or simp-
ly mail a check to Pilgrimage UCC. We are asking that 
you reference "NIN or Neighbors In Need" in the 
memo section of your payment. 
 
Please take a moment to learn more about some of the 
wonderful programs funded by Neighbors in Need 
Grants on the UCC's NIN online webpage.  Click be-
low: 
 
https://www.ucc.org/neighbors-in-need-special-mission
-offering/?
inf_contact_key=4c4140776990aaa5c6758fd1e292d24
07e470d92b8b75168d98a0b8cac0e9c09 

DEACONS 
By Juliann Heilhecker & Stephen Williams  

Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com
https://www.ucc.org/neighbors-in-need-special-mission-offering/?inf_contact_key=4c4140776990aaa5c6758fd1e292d2407e470d92b8b75168d98a0b8cac0e9c09
https://www.ucc.org/neighbors-in-need-special-mission-offering/?inf_contact_key=4c4140776990aaa5c6758fd1e292d2407e470d92b8b75168d98a0b8cac0e9c09
https://www.ucc.org/neighbors-in-need-special-mission-offering/?inf_contact_key=4c4140776990aaa5c6758fd1e292d2407e470d92b8b75168d98a0b8cac0e9c09
https://www.ucc.org/neighbors-in-need-special-mission-offering/?inf_contact_key=4c4140776990aaa5c6758fd1e292d2407e470d92b8b75168d98a0b8cac0e9c09
mailto:pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com
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CLIMATE CHANGE – A Christian Concern 
By Hugh Lowrey 

 
 

S 
ea level rise is gradual, as is the increase in the 
earth’s average temperature, but not all the effects 
of gradual change are themselves gradual.  We 

have seen this in fires and heat waves out west,  in Eu-
rope, in Turkey and Brazil.  Also in unprecedented be-
havior by Hurricane Ida, crossing the continent to flood 
the East Coast after laying waste to Louisiana.   
 
We keep seeing this kind of climate behavior, but efforts 
to live with it seem to be attempts to adapt to climate’s 
most recent behavior and not to what may come next.  
Truth is, we have no idea what is coming next, so intel-
ligent adaptation is often impossible. 
 
That leaves us with the sole option of removing the 
cause of climate change rather than trying to live with it.  
Biden’s original proposals included many good things, 
but were inadequate because ideas for emission cuts 
were not up to the job.  The only available option that 
might work and place the U.S. among the leaders in 
fighting climate change, is a carbon tax.  However, it 
has become clear that, in our political climate, the words 
“carbon tax” cannot be uttered without unacceptable 
repercussions.  The still-enormous power of the fossil 
fuel industry seems to explain this.   
 
But there’s a possible flicker of light.  Leaked reports 
say that a carbon tax is on the table in writing the $3.5 
trillion reconciliation bill, and leaked details of that tax 
sound good.  If that’s true, it’s time for a deluge of let-
ters and phone calls to endorse the carbon tax idea.  Un-
fortunately, no Georgia senator is on the Senate Finance 
Committee, which is the group considering the carbon 
tax,  but it is chaired by Senator Ron Wyden of Oregon, 
so he would be the target.  Interested parties may want 
to investigate for themselves what is going on. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
s we have done in previous years, we are offer-
ing you the opportunity to purchase poinsettias 
which will be used to decorate the Sanctuary 

beginning on the Hanging of the Green worship service 
after Thanksgiving. 
 
After the Christmas Eve service, you are able to take 
your plant home to be enjoyed by your family and 
friends during the Christmas holiday. 
 
Our plants will be purchased from Southland Green-
house which is where we have been buying them for the 
past several years. Each 8" plant will have a green foil 
cover for the pot, and you will have the choice of red or 
white flowers. The cost is $14.75 each. 
 
Rather than place order forms as inserts in the bulletin, 
we have created an easy on-line order form.  Click on 
this link to order: 
 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdJPsxPn4uv9zB5EDcq8CS-
KPSYH8qRLbrFaBObpo9tMeLKtQ/viewform?
usp=pp_url 
 
 
Payment can be made through PayPal, Zelle, or simply 
mail a check to Pilgrimage UCC. We are asking that you 
reference "Poinsettia" in the memo section of your pay-
ment. 
 
The deadline for your order is November 7, 2021. 
 
If you have any questions, contact Lynne at:    
  
lynnebuell49@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 

https://pilgrimageucc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40e59def0fd45dd9480431032&id=ae05240a1d&e=65d8e022f6
https://pilgrimageucc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40e59def0fd45dd9480431032&id=ae05240a1d&e=65d8e022f6
https://pilgrimageucc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40e59def0fd45dd9480431032&id=ae05240a1d&e=65d8e022f6
https://pilgrimageucc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40e59def0fd45dd9480431032&id=ae05240a1d&e=65d8e022f6
mailto:lynnebuell49@gmail.com


 

  

 

                               STAFF 
   

Pastor              Rev. Courtney Jones 
Music Director    Matthew Raisky 
Administrative Assistant Lynne Buell 

The Month in Sundays 
 
Oct.  3 Worship  
  8:30 & 10:00 a.m.   
  World Communion Sunday 
  Neighbors In Need Special Offering 
       
Oct. 10 Worship 
  8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
  Pride Sunday   
      
Oct. 17 Worship   
  8:30 & 10:00 a.m.   
   
Oct. 24 Worship 
  8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
  Commitment Sunday 
  PFLAG Meeting (1:00 p.m.) 
 
Oct. 31 Worship (8:30 & 10:00 a.m.) 
  Spooky Sunday/Trunk or Treat 
  Deacons Fund Offering 

Pilgrimage UCC’s Emails  

Pilgrimage UCC Website: www.pilgrimageucc.org 

Pastor-Rev. Courtney Jones pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 

Office-Lynne Buell: office@pilgrimageucc.org 

Council: pilgrimageucccouncil@gmail.com 

Council President: pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

Treasurer: pilgrimageucctreasurer@gmail.com 

Council Fin. Secretary: pilgrimageuccfinsec@gmail.com 

Deacons: pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

 

Worship: pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

Christian Education: pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

VBS-Janet Derby: pilgrimageuccvbs@gmail.com 

Communications:pilgrimageucccommunications@gmail.com 

Missions pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com 

Properties pilgrimageuccproperties@gmail.com 

Stewardship pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

Parish Life: pilgrimageuccparishlife@gmail.com 

Meeting Schedule for Committees & Small Groups 

Book Club via Zoom (Fran Howard) ………… .....  1st Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m. 
Pilgrimage Council (Susan Volentine, Pres.) .......  Second Thurs. of the month—7:00 p.m. 
Sandwich Club Support (Trish Greeves)..............  Quarterly Meetings—3:00 p.m. Saturday 
Spiritual Seekers’ Group (Trish Greeves) ............  4th Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m.  
PFLAG  ......................................................................  4th Sunday of the month—1:00 p.m. https://pflag.org/chapter/pflag-marietta 
 
This listing includes the group name, followed by the coordinator or director in parenthesis then the meeting days and times. If your group should be 

added to this list, please e-mail office@pilgrimageucc.org. 

 

October Celebrations 
   

BIRTHDAYS  

 

10/01 Jason Fulsang 

10/02 Adrian Puente 

10/04 Sarah Holliday 

10/11 Michael Hyland 

10/12 Kellyn Nally 

10/14 Sunny Alexander 

10/17 Jean Ward 

10/18 Palmer Farrar 

10/19 Geoff Heilhecker 

10/22 Rachel Puente 

10/22 Aiden Scates 

 

ANNIVERSARIES  

 

10/20 Janet & Ken Derby 
 

If we missed someone, please let Lynne know 

at: office@pilgrimageucc.org 

https://pflag.org/chapter/pflag-marietta
mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org
mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org

